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Officials, Company Celebrate Plant Expansion in Town of Preble
Preble, NY – The official opening of Northeast Transformer Services (NETS) here was marked today by the announcement of a $250,000 state senate grant by Sen. James Seward (R-Milford). The grant assisted with the relocation of the company from smaller facilities in the City of Cortland to 70,000 square feet of manufacturing space first occupied by Saulsbury Fire Equipment Company and later Bestdeck.
 
“Northeast Transformer Services (NETS) is a home-grown success story, melding a winning combination of old-school manufacturing with innovative ‘green’ technology,” Seward told business and community leaders gathered at the facility this morning. “I am pleased to say that thanks to the commitment of New York State, and the efforts of local business leaders and elected officials, the company’s future triumphs will take place here in Cortland County, where strong roots already exist.”
 
NETS outgrew its Elm Street facility with the addition of new customers, and its move to larger quarters in Preble has meant the retention of dozens of jobs and the addition of some 20 more. The company, which had considered moves to three others sites in Pennsylvania, now employs 52 people and is primed for further growth. 
 
 “We couldn’t be happier about the cooperation we received in our efforts to grow our business in Cortland County. Senator Seward, the state of New York, the Cortland IDA, the town leadership -- everyone helped make it possible, said NETS president Gil Kozer. “We look forward to years of productivity and growth in our new home here in Preble.”

The $2.5 million acquisition and renovation of the building was facilitated by the Seward grant through the state’s Economic Development Assistance Program, a $750,000 Office of Community Renewal grant/loan, and a payment in lieu of tax incentive from the Cortland County Industrial Development Agency.
 
“There are real pressures on upstate New York businesses to look at all of their options when considering an expansion, so we’re very happy that our state, regional, and local partners came together to keep NETS right here, at home, in Cortland County,” said IDA executive director and CEO Garry L. VanGorder. “That kind of partnership is critical for us in such a highly competitive environment.”

 
The NETS process involves the remanufacturing of transformers from utilities and municipalities that would otherwise be scrapped. All vital parts on a NETS transformer are salvaged from a used transformer and returned to customers for half the price of a new unit. 
 
A clean, sustainable, and environmentally aware company, NETS only repairs non-PCB transformers. The facility generates no hazardous waste; even the transformer paint that is designed to withstand 20 years of weather is water based. In 2011 alone, NETS reprocessed and reused more than 100,000 gallons of mineral oil that tested “non-detectable” for PCBs. That year, NETS also put more than a million pounds of metals back on the grid in the form of remanufactured transformers.
 
Kozer started the company in 1999, a spin-off from the former Hevi-Duty Electric company that had operated in the city for 18 years.
 
The company’s recent growth has been prompted by utilities moving rapidly to recycle and cut costs, and both National Grid and Con Edison have ramped up their orders to the company. Orders from a new customer, Pennsylvania Power and Light, have more than doubled the company’s workload.
“New York’s economic climate has taken a hit. But I am pleased to say that Albany has changed its tune and others are now joining me in advocating for policies that aid job growth and eliminate unnecessary mandates that drive up the cost of doing business,” Seward said. “The expansion of NETS is, in part, a result of this change in attitude.” 

VanGorder said the current NETS facility is still being used by the company, and will be highly marketable should it decide to consolidate all of its operations in Preble. “We’re confident there will be some interest there,” he said.
